
Invention Research 
Paper Criteria



What is the definition of criteria?



Your handout
• Look it over completely
• Write your first and last name at the top and this 

period



What are some things you notice 
about this document?



Step 1: Google Doc 
Table (gathering 

information for the 
project)



I have created a table in 
Google Docs



I have copied and pasted at least ten relevant facts 
from legitimate websites into my table according to 
Mr. Jamieson’s format



Each entry has a source (website), the webpage’s 
author’s last name or webpage name, along with the 
URL (webpage address) and a 2-4 word topic that 
briefly introduces the substance of the topic.



I have at least three and no more than 
five sources from legitimate websites 
that cannot be edited and which are not 
K-12 student sites.  



Examples of excluded sites are:  Wikipedia, 
WikiAnswers, YahooAnswers, Thinkquest.org, 
EnchantedLearning, etc. or any other site that hosts 
opinions of online users and/or that does not conform 
to criteria discussed in class. 



I have written at least ten 3x5 
cards according to Mr. 
Jamieson’s format



Each 3x5 card has a source (website) in the top-left 
corner, the webpage’s author’s last name or name of 
the webpage in the top-right corner



The information copied from the webpage is written 
in complete sentences and is paraphrased or 
summarized to avoid plagiarism and a one to four 
word summary of the card contents is written in the 
top-center as a topic.

Format
Name of source topic Author or page 

name

This is
where 

you
write your

data. 

Remember to write the 
information you find in your 
own words, and quote only 
when absolutely necessary.



Step 2: Google Doc 
(content from the 3x5 

cards)



I have opened my Invention Google Doc and 
added name and period are at the top of the 
paper. The name of my invention is below my 
Period, and has a space between it and my 
paragraph



I have arranged my 3x5 cards in 
a logical order and shown them 
to Mr. Jamieson

first 
invented

what it 
does

early 
versions

how it’s 
currently 

used

future
versions



I have typed the information from my 
3x5 cards into a Google Doc document in a 
paragraph according to the tutorial found 
in Mr. Jamieson’s Google Classroom page. 



The sentences in my paper are in a logical 
order, and each makes sense in the context of 
telling the story of my choice of inventions



My 
bibliography 
is on the 
second page 
of my 
Google Doc



I have created a complete bibliography of 
all my sources using EasyBib.com



Step 3: Google Doc 
(spelling and grammar)



I have made certain that all my 
sentences begin with a capital 
letter and end with a period



I have made certain that I have capitalized all the 
appropriate words (people’s proper names, names of 
places, names of companies, name of month and days), 
and no other words (including the name of my invention) 
unless it is part of a title or the first word of a 
sentence



I have used the Tools>Spelling… feature 
of Google Docs to make sure all the 
words in my paper are spelled correctly



I have shown 
my paper to a 
responsible 
student or 
adult to 
proofread it 
for errors and 
to make sure 
it makes 
sense



Step 4: Google Doc 
(document format)



I have used Ctrl + A to select my 
entire document and have changed 
the font to Arial, font size 14



My name and period are right 
aligned and bolded



The name of my invention is 
centered, in italics and 
underlined, and is font size 24



I have inserted 
three 
appropriate, 
relevant images 
into my 
Invention 
research paper



I have selected “Wrap text” 
when I insert my image so the 
text “wraps” around it



I have 
staggered 
my images 
so they 
are not all 
in a row



I have 
adjusted the 
size of all 
three of my 
images so 
they are 
relatively the 
same size



My images are 
small enough so 
that my text all 
fits on the 
same page as 
the images, and 
large enough so 
the text fills 
the page from 
top to bottom



At the top of the page is the word Bibliography 
(exactly like the document title:  font size 24, 
centered, in italics and underlined)



Step 5: Sources 
and Bibliography



Each of my sentences is 
followed with an in-text 
source taken from the 
top-right corner of the 
3x5 card in parentheses 
according to MLA 
format (author’s name, 
or title of webpage in 
quotes).  

• Note:  your source citations 
will not be highlighted like 
you see here.  It’s only to 
show you that they are there 
and where they are 



My bibliography is in alphabetical order by 
either by author’s last name or first word of 
the title of the webpage (except if the title 
starts with The, A or An – in which case the 
second word is used to alphabetize)



Each and every source (webpage) I used in my research paper 
is represented in the bibliography only one time



All names and title are capitalized



Each entry includes the author (unless 
it cannot be found), the webpage name, 
website name (not the address from the 
URL), publisher, date of publication (if 
available), and entire URL (web address) 



Each entry is formatted with a hanging 
indent (highlight all the entries, then 
rearranging the margins as seen below)



There is space between each 
bibliography entry so that each 
appears separate from the next
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